Town Meeting Advisory Committee
Recommendation to the Selectboard
August 18, 2025

Since April of this year, this committee has been meeting weekly and working very
hard to learn about different options for increasing voter participation and accessibility
at our annual town meetings. The committee has consulted with town meeting experts
from the municipal level to our Vermont Secretary of State’s Office. We have tried to
listen carefully to each other, and we have respectfully sought common ground as we
worked toward a unanimous decision, which we just arrived at last night at about 8:30
p.m. Here are our recommendations to the Selectboard.

1. We recommend that the Selectboard calls a special Town Meeting on Tuesday,
November 4, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., with two articles on the agenda:

a. Article 1: Shall the registered voters of the Town of Lincoln [in accordance
with 17 V.S.A. § 2640(b)(1)] vote to start its annual Town Meeting at 10:00
a.m. on the Saturday preceding the first Tuesday in March, beginning with
the 2026 Annual Town Meeting?

b. Article 2: Shall the registered voters of the Town of Lincoln [in accordance
with 17 V.S.A. § 2658] vote to use an electronic voting system as the
voting procedure at floor town meetings (beginning in 2026), and
authorize the Selectboard to rent/buy the electronic voting system?

2. We recommend that the Selectboard return the tabled article from our March 3,
2025 Annual Town Meeting to the agenda for our 2026 Annual Town Meeting.
That article reads: “Shall the Town of Lincoln vote on all money articles by
Australian ballot, beginning in 20277 [17 V.S.A. § 2680(c)(1)]” This article should
be placed in the middle of the agenda, and at such a time when the largest
estimated number of voters would be present.

3. We recommend if the Town and the Lincoln School District are holding their
annual meetings on the same day, that the school meeting goes first and the
town meeting goes second.

4. In advance of our Town meetings, we recommend a concerted effort to educate
voters about the importance of coming to the special meeting in November, as
well as to explain the concept of using the electronic voting method. Members
of the Town Meeting Advisory Committee are willing to help host informational
meetings and implement other ways of getting the word out.



