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Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation 
Waste Management & Prevention Division, Solid Waste Management Program 
One National Life Drive, Davis 3 [phone] 802-828-1138 
Montpelier, VT 05620-3521 [web] VTrecycles.com  
 
June 16, 2026 
 
Patricia Waugh, Town Administrator 
Town of Lincoln 
62 Quaker St.  
Lincoln, VT 05443 
 
RE: Action Required at AD380, Lincoln Landfill, 1111 Downingsville Road, Lincoln, VT 
 
Dear Patricia, 
 
On May 19, 2026, Solid Waste Program staff visited the closed Lincoln Landfill and collected 
groundwater samples at upgradient well MW-4 and downgradient well MW-3, as well as a surface water 
sample at SW-2 (Attachment 1). MW-1 and MW-2 were compromised and not able to be sampled. 
Most water quality results (Attachment 2) were below Vermont Groundwater Enforcement Standards 
(VGES). However, concentrations of two perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) at MW-3 were in 
exceedance of VGES: 
 
Compound MW-3 (ng/L or ppt)* VGES(ng/L or ppt)**  
Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) 4.31 4 
Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 9.32 4 
Perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS) Not detected 10 
Perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA) Not detected 10 
Hexafluoropropylene Oxide Dimer 
Acid (HFPO-DA or GenX) 

Not detected 10 

*Note that ng/L (nanograms per liter) and ppt (part per trillion) are equivalent 
**VGES are in µg/L (micrograms per liter), which are converted to ng/L by multiplying by 1000. 
 
The following actions are required within 30 days to evaluate potential impacts to sensitive receptors 
located downgradient of the landfill: 
 

1. Conduct sampling for PFAS using EPA Method 533 at the private well located at 1061 
Downingsville Rd, labeled TAG #424-A in the attached map. (Attachment 3) 

2. If different from the above well, conduct PFAS sampling at the drinking water source for 1060 
Downingsville Rd (not shown on the map).  

 
The following actions are required within 90 days to bring the closed Lincoln Landfill into compliance 
with the Solid Waste Management Rules: 
 

3. Address maintenance concerns from the May 19, 2026 site visit, including: 
a. Clean up and properly dispose of trash around the landfill perimeter. 
b. Cut at ground level trees growing on the landfill cap. Do not dig up stumps or roots.  
c. Address horse grazing and minor damage to the landfill cap at the North end of the landfill. 

https://dec.vermont.gov/waste-management/solid
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/documents/20260127%20GWPRS%20adopted%20rule.pdf
https://dec.vermont.gov/water/drinking-water/pfas
https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wmp/SolidWaste/Documents/SWRule.final_.pdf
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d. Fill in small holes with soil and re-seed with grass. 
e. Mow or brush hog the entirety of the landfill cap, and ensure this occurs at least annually.  

 
4. Submit a plan for re-installing compromised well MW-2. 

 
5. Apply for Post-Closure Care of the Lincoln Landfill pursuant to § 6-1008 of the Solid Waste 

Management Rules, which should include: 
a. A plan for continued monitoring for PFAS at MW-2 and MW-3 
b. A plan for annual inspection of the landfill 
c. An annual maintenance plan to prevent the growth of woody vegetation on the cap.  

 
6. Submit the results of PFAS testing at private well(s) once they are received. 

 
A professional consultant will be needed to address many of these items. The Solid Waste Program is 
available to provide technical assistance and answer any questions about the process or requirements 
for protecting surrounding drinking water supplies and achieving a Post-Closure Certification for the 
Lincoln Landfill. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at Michelle.Graziosi@vermont.gov or 
(802) 661-8675. Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter and for your cooperation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michelle Graziosi 
Environmental Analyst 
Certification Section 
 
Cc: Tim McGowan, Selectboard Chair 
 
Attachments:  Attachment 1 – Lincoln Landfill Groundwater Contour Map 
   Attachment 2 – Lincoln Landfill Water Quality Lab Report 
   Attachment 3 – Lincoln Landfill Parcel Map with Private Wells 

https://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/wmp/SolidWaste/Documents/2019.03.20%20PostClosure%20Recert%20Form.pdf
mailto:Michelle.Graziosi@vermont.gov

